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CONPIDENTIAL HONG KONG 7699 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, CH, VM 

SUBJECT: CHINESE SHIPS ON WAY TO VIETNAM 

REF: HONG KONG 7603 

1. LOCAL PAPERS REPORTED FRIDAY MORNING THAT TWO SHIPS 
LEFT CANTON AT 1800 JUNE 15, HEADING POR HAIPHONG AND HO CHI 
MINH CITY. CONPIRMATION THAT BOTH HAD LEFT THE PEARL RIVER 
CHANNEL WAS RECEIVED BY EARLY APTERNOON JUNE 16. HOWEVER, 

ONE OP THEM REMAINS ANCHORED NEAR HONG KONG. SINCE IT 
TAKES FIVE DAYS TO REACH HO CHI MINH CITY AND ONLY TWO TO 
REACH HAIPHONG, SECOND SHIP COULD BE WAITING IN ORDER FOR 
BOTH TO ARRIVE IN VIETNAM AT THE SAME TIME. 

2. LIAO CH'ENG-CHIH IN SEND-OFP SPEECH IN CANTON COMMENTED 
THAT THE CHINESE ACTION "IS INP ULL ACCORD WITH INTERNATIONAL 
PRACTICE AND IS THE LEGITIAMATE RIGHT EXERCISED BY 

THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT IN SAPEGUARDING THE INTERESTS 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 HONG K 07699 160951Z 

OP OVERSEAS CHINESE." HE DENIED THAT THE CHINESE WERE 
VIOLATING VIETNAMESE SOVEREIGNTY. LOCAL PRC-CONTROLLED 
PAPERS NOTE THAT BOTH SHIPS ARE WELL-SUPPLIED WITH 
POOD AND MEDICINES, AND ARE CAPABLE OF DEFENDING 
THEMSELVES. 

3. COMMENT: LIAO'S STATEMENT RAISES QUSTION AS TO 
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WHETHER THE CHINESE WILL ATTEMPT TO ENTER VIETNAMESE 
PORTS WITHOUT PRIOR CONSENT. HOWEVER, WE DO NOT 
EXPECT THEM TO PROVIKE THE VIETNAMESE TO MILITARY ACTION. 
MOREOVER, THERE ARE NO SIGNS OE CHINESE NAVAL SUPPORT 
PREPARATIONS. AS FOR THE VIETNAMESE, WE BELIEVE THAT 
THEY WILL DO EVERYTHING THEY CAN, SHORT OF COMPLETE 
OSS OE FACE, TO AOVOID A MILITARY CONFRONTATION. 
SHOESMITH 
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